11 April 2022
hello@middlegroundmotherhood.com
Re: Precincts 17-20 LATM feedback

Dear Mr Lim and Ms Rymill,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Local Area Traffic Management Plan for
Precincts 17-20.
My feedback is informed by my experience as a resident of Kurralta Park for the best part of 35
years. I grew up in the area, cycling for fun and transport to primary and high school. For the past
10 years, I have worked in the city and commuted by bicycle, bus and car.
As a young person and now as an adult and a mother of two young sons, I walk the area regularly
to go to the Kurralta Park shops and visit local friends and neighbours.
Additionally, I have a professional background as a social planner and have contributed to a range
of local government strategies throughout my career. Most recently, this has included developing a
Disability Access and Inclusion Plan.
Since becoming a mother, I have focused my attention on improving outcomes for mothers. I
highlight here the important role local neighbourhoods have on health and wellbeing outcomes for
new mothers and children.
Middle Ground Motherhood is the social enterprise I founded to pursue the goal of creating mothercentred communities. Related to this, I began a campaign called Babes on Bikes to make cycling safe
and accessible for women and children in Adelaide.
Through the Babes on Bikes campaign, I have partnered with Australian Parents for Climate Action
and Bike Adelaide to coordinate actions. Most recently, this included a Cycling Flash Mob on Sunday,
10 April.
This Cycling Flash Mob was to highlight how a direct, separated cycling link between Westside
Bikeway along Barwell Avenue, across South Road, along Everard Avenue and then linking to Anzac
Highway and the Parklands Trail could transform active transport options for the Inner Southwest.
It was also to advocate for the introduction of slower speeds in our suburbs. You can view photos
from the event below and on my blog, Let’s create a safe cycling link between the Westside Bikeway
and Anzac Highway, which includes a copy of this submission.
My detailed response to the draft LATM is attached.
Kind regards,
Sarah Cleggett
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City of West Torrens - Local Area Traffic Management Plan - Precincts 17,18, 19, 20 & D concept feedback
Critical feedback:
•

I want to encourage the City of West Torrens to invest more in long term, strategic, community engagement. The piecemeal approach response
timeline suggests that more resourcing is needed to support staff and elected members to deliver best practice community engagement according
to the International Association for Public Participation (IAP2).

•

I would like to see each policy piece provide linkages with other relevant Council plans and current research and best practice. For example, how
does the LATM relate to urban infill data, the Community Plan, Public Health Plan, Disability Access and Inclusion Plan, AdaptWest Climate Change
Adaptation Plan, Transport Strategy, Tree Strategy, and Economic Development Plan?

•

I do not understand why the City of West Torrens is the only inner rim suburb without any 40 km/h zones. Our streets are used as rat runs by vehicles
wanting to avoid the congestion of major roads like South Road and Marion Road. Our local neighbourhoods prioritise people, pedestrians, and
cyclists first. This Plan should include a proposal for 40 km/h zones for all these areas.
Worldwide there are campaigns to have local neighbour speeds be 30 km/h to ensure safety, as endorsed by the United Nations in 2020. See the
Australian 30 Please campaign here. The campaign research and policy advice states, “Austroads has updated their guidance in April 2020. In their
Guide to Traffic Management Part 4: Network Management strategies, it now says “In a vehicle- pedestrian collision, the probability of survival for
the pedestrian decreases dramatically at impact speeds above about 30 km/h”. How is the City of West Torrens implementing this advice?

•

There is a climate crisis. Without drastic action, our world will warm to levels that threaten human life. We can already see this in the increased
frequency and intensity of fires and floods across Australia. The Climate Council reports that transport is Australia’s third-largest source of greenhouse
gas emissions, and cars are responsible for roughly half of Australia’s transport emissions. Walking, cycling and public transport are the most
accessible alternatives. The LATM must prioritise walking, cycling and public transport.

•

Why isn’t City of West Torrens using this opportunity to invest in cycling infrastructure that supports the so-called “bike direct” route along Barwell
Avenue and Everard Avenue. A direct, separated cycling link between Westside Bikeway along Barwell Avenue, across South Road, along Everard
Avenue and then linking to Anzac Highway and the Parklands Trail would transform active transport options for the Inner Southwest. The City of
Charles Sturt is consulting on plans for a similar street in Chief Street, Brompton, which include a proposal for separated bike paths, and the area is
already 40 km/h.
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Best Practice Examples and Research
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Strategic Links
Community Plan
Community Life

Build Environment

Prosperity

Environment
Sustainability

Strategic Objectives
Links to LATM
Active and healthy lifestyles for all ages and abilities, The current Plan does not demonstrate a commitment to enhancing active transport
Facilitation of community health, wellbeing and safety
options. There is limited prioritisation of cyclists and cycling infrastructure. Certainly
not enough to drive the kind of behaviour change needed to tackle the climate crisis
or the public health crisis.
Infrastructure that meets the needs of a changing city I do not believe the Plan promotes active travel. There is no plan to reduce speeds,
and climate, Neighbourhoods designed to promote safe, despite evidence that this is a key strategy for enhancing local neighbourhoods in
active travel and strengthen connections, amenity and terms of safety and amenity.
accessibility, Place-making and public art which enhance
the visitor experience at key destinations.
Optimise the benefits of local activity and key I have always imagined Everard Avenue could be destination in our area and with the
employment precincts, promote opportunities and right investment, sections could be considered Main Street like. However, this Plan
economic advantage arising from Adelaide Airport and does not demonstrate a commitment to making this area any more than a
thoroughfare.
our proximity to the CBD.

and Prepare for and respond to the challenges of a changing
climate, Open spaces that foster the natural
environment, support biodiversity and encourage
people to spend time outdoors.
Organisational
Strong partnerships and working relationships with our
Strength
community, other organisations and spheres of
Government, Customer experience and community are
at the centre of our considerations, Our community can
communicate and meaningfully engage with Council,
Technology as a tool to help innovate how we interact
with each other and our community.

As stated above, I do not believe this Plan provides adequate leadership towards
climate action. It prioritised cars. Transport is Australia’s third largest source of
greenhouse gas emissions, with the highest rate of growth.
I do not believe this Plan demonstrates a place-based, place making approach. What
is the process for interdisciplinary review and cross referring with key strategic
documents?
I would like to see a Precinct Plan developed for the area that includes all the relevant
strategic documents and involved a meaningful engagement process with local people
that takes the IAP2 level from Inform to Collaborate/Empower.

Urban Infill
Kurralta Park has been earmarked for 30-50% growth as a result of the planning reforms (see Fig 2 on next page). This is already impacting the amenity of our area. Instead
of long lengths of uninterrupted footpath, we now have multiple driveways and more cars parking across driveways and in the street.
Areas in Melbourne’s inner rim look like this example in Clifton Hill (see Fig 1 on next page). WTCC needs to be drawing from best practice examples urban infill and
innovative solutions to place-making. Refer to Project for Public Spaces.
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Fig 1 – Safe cycling infrastructure in Clifton Hill, Melbourne.

Fig 2 – Urban Infill data from Hames
Sharley and Deloitte view here.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
20
Everard
Avenue/9

Feedback
Related Image
I am deeply disappointed to see
there was an attempt to install
timed bike lanes. I am glad to see
that DIT feedback meant this was
not possible.
Given the research on cycling safety
and the urban planning solutions
needed to encourage cycling
particularly
amongst
women,
families and young people, I would
urge Council to include separated
bike lanes for Everard Avenue that
seek to connect the Westside
Bikeway through to Anzac Highway.
Currently there are some signs but
no adequate infrastructure to
support this connection.
Has there been any traffic studies of
cycling behaviour along Everard
currently such as a bicycle count?
Photo – Me riding west down Everard Avenue on a Sunday with my son on
the back of my bike. As well as the cars on the right, I have the worry of the
parked cars who may open their door or pull out, both have happened. These
images clearly show that car is prioritised.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image

Photo – cars regularly park in the bike lane on Everard Avenue.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
20
Anzac
Highway

Feedback
Related Image
I have not seen in the Plan any
mention of enhancing the cycling
infrastructure along Anzac Highway
to ensure there is a safe separated
bike path or shared pedestrian
path. Further there is no solution
proposed
to
address
the
inadequate and unsafe connection
for cyclists and pedestrians at the
Richmond Road/Anzac Highway
intersection on the South-West
side, leading to Park 23 in the
Adelaide Parklands. This needs to
be a priority.

Photo – turning right into Everard Avenue from Anzac Highway, there is no
bike lane until further along.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image

Photo – why is there no connection of cycling infrastructure between Everard
and Anzac Hwy? Why aren’t my child and I protected from cars turning into
Everard from Anzac Highway and Croydon Road?
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image

Photo – coming to the end of the Park 23 bike path.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image

Photo – trying to balance the bike across the narrow passageway between
the end of the Park 23 bike path and the crossing point at Richmond Road.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image

Photo: trying to assess whether it’s safe to go down the narrow path heading
south along Anzac Highway, past Officeworks.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image

Photo – This tight point is the only area where cyclists and pedestrians can be
off road.
20

Chatham
Road/1

The crossing upgrades undertaken
in recent years means there is no
clear sightline around the corner
when crossing as a pedestrian.
What is the rationale for this
design? Does it meet DDA
requirements?
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
20
Croydon
Road/3

Feedback
Related Image
Slip lane into Everard Avenue will
make it even worse for cyclists. The
crossing point in Croydon Road is
not practical, you can’t see the
traffic coming from all direction
because you’re halfway down the
road. It also means vehicles can’t
even wave you through because
you’re crossing between cars lined
up to turn right onto Everard
Avenue.
Photo – there are viable solutions to
cyclist safety that have not been
explored in this Plan. Examples
provided here.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

Related Image
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
D
Barwell
Avenue/11

Feedback
Related Image
As a cyclist, the inclusion of green
paint on the road with no
separation between myself and my
children, and cars, is of no comfort.
What does it intend to achieve?
Before the T2D project begins, will
the left turn from Barwell into
South Road continue to be allowed
on a red light, how will that work
with bicycles waiting on the green
paint?
Additionally, why are we still
encouraging right turns into South
Road without a signal here, this is a Photo – separated cycling infrastructure in the City of Bendigo
major crossing for school children.
The effect of having a separate
turning lane, is that cars go onto the
other side of the road to pass lined
up traffic heading east on Barwell
Avenue, creating a very unsafe area
in peak traffic that extends back
past the Beauchamp Street
intersection. This is intensified
when cars park in No Stopping
Zones on Barwell without penalty.
Why couldn’t a separated refuge for
cyclists be created in the green zone
and the turning lane be turned into
a going forward and turning lane,
with a green arrow only. Why do we
let cars inch out onto pedestrians?
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback
Related Image
How many accidents has there been
on this corner, surely it’s a
blackspot?
What is the proposed protuberance
there for? How will that work for
cyclists who are already pinched at
this point? This area is signposted as
a key cycling link from the Westside
Bikeway but without adequate
infrastructure it can’t fulfil this
claim.

Photo – cars parked in no stopping area on Barwell Avenue every morning.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
D
T2D

Feedback
Related Image
I want to see separated bike lanes
proposed for the T2D intersection
across Barwell/South and Everard.
All the research says if you want to
support active transport, there
needs
to
be
separated
infrastructure for cyclists.
Why are we still proposing paint on
the road when we know this does
not protect cyclists and does not
encourage active transport. I do not
support slip lanes. This creates
unsafe areas for both pedestrians
and cyclists and means extra time
and effort to cross the road. The
solution at the Gallipoli underpass
creates a division across the
suburbs because it’s so difficult and
time consuming to get across. The
current proposal is the same
solution as the Gallipoli one. The
areas outside the “freeway” should
be pedestrian and cyclist oriented,
we will already be giving up our land
to cars, the trade-off should be an
enhancement to pedestrian links. I
want to see West Torrens strongly
advocating for solutions that
Photo – here is what slip lanes and paint on the road offers a cyclist.
prioritise people, not cars.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
D
Barwell/12

D

Feedback
Related Image
This should be a keep clear, it’s a
bottleneck in the morning because
people are lined up to drop their
kids at childcare and many service
vehicles seem to use this route.
The no parking areas on Barwell are
not enforced at peak times, we’ve
been told it’s because the parking
inspectors don’t start until 8:30am.
Buses also use this route.

Barwell
There needs to be safe crossing
(Beauchamp) points for pedestrians South/North
13
as well as West/East. Currently I
have to push the pram out onto the
road to cross Barwell to go down
Bice to the Tennis Courts and
Playground. Why are there no
solutions proposed for Beauchamp
Street? We have put multiple
complaints in about the impact
carparking has on sightlines and
traffic movement. We don’t accept
the advice that has been provided
which is “there is sufficient room for
parking on both sides of
Beauchamp”. Additionally the area
is a parking zone for the Tennyson
Centre.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
D
Barwell
Avenue

D

Barwell
Avenue/15

Feedback
Related Image
What are these protuberances
aiming to achieve? How will cyclists
be able to use the road with these
squeeze points added? I would like
to see a separated bike lane along
Barwell linking the Westside
Bikeway to Everard and Anzac and
Parklands. This would encourage
cycling and more active transport
options. I agree this area needs a
solution, as it’s very unsafe at peak
hour and during the kindy drop
off/pick up times.
Why does this remain unchanged,
despite there be a petition by local
parents to have it replaced with a
more permanent crossing point,
KURRALTA PARK KINDERGARTEN
CROSSING - John Gardner - State
Member
for
Morialta
(johngardnermp.com.au)

D

Barwell
Avenue/16

Why is this still a 50 km/h zone?
There needs to be crossing points
north south for this intersection.
A roundabout will be a good
solution for cars and will help slow
traffic. Would be good to see it be
green not just concrete.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
D
Barwell/18

Feedback
Related Image
I support enhancement of this
crossing point. My biggest issue
here is that you have to look at five
different entry points where traffic
might be coming at you. Perhaps
the solutions proposed for Moss
Avenue will help address this.
Traffic needs to be calmed and
slowed in this area too.
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item

Feedback

D

Moss/19

D

Ritchie/20

I support this road being closed; it
would enhance the connectively of
the Westside Bikeway.
The proposed traffic calming, and
clearer line marking would be
welcome in this area. It should also
be 40 km/h.

Related Image

Page 23 of 26

Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
D
Moss/24

Feedback
Related Image
Why are there two Moss Avenues?
Could this be an opportunity to
rename the roadway to honour one
of the Aboriginal custodians of this
land?
The solutions here look good and
are very needed.
Also, this area should be slowed to
40 km/h. What’s planned for the
site on the corner of Commercial
and Bruce, it’s been empty for a
long time. The pedestrian path
down the north side of Commercial
is not safe, there are bits of fence
cladding blocking the path and the
trees aren’t maintained. I notice
there was a surveillance camera
installed at this location. Could this
area be prioritised for some public
art or other community activities to
help activate the area?
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Detailed Response

Precinct Street/Item
19
25-29

Feedback
Related Image
The Moss Avenue solution (28) is
good, but why do we need more
parking for the dog park? Is the dog
park for locals or is it a destination?
Tennyson (29), is a good solution. I
would want to see this area be 40
km/h. Cars regularly hoon along
Tennyson.
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